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The year is 1896, the place, New York City. On a cold March night New York Times reporter John Schuyler
is summoned to the East River by his friend and former Harvard classmate Dr. Laszlo Kreizler, a
psychologist, or "alienist." On the unfinished Williamsburg Bridge, they view the mutilated body of an
adolescent boy, a prostitute of a Manhattan infamous brothel.
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